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Xprs at
sÍørÍing
comþd,nies
in record
numbers.

$mNloN 'tu

a ED t T0 fr I ALS llÉm En sl o P' E D
W¡ll¡on Rasþb erry, Richa rd' H ørwoo d,
Fred Llkttt, baoid Cole, Euøns and
Nouaþ. Pages A26'27

T$EE WEEH AI{EAD

: ø Tada$ WashíngÞnBrsínesg' -
i, t"tios ãholiday this week a¡e Health,
'' Foodlflome and, next SundaY, the
t Washinøton PostMaEazine. Friday,

fft" fu¿itional office holiday party has

".^*lrrll"¿ into a hish-orofile andsnowballed into a high-Profile

Washincton PostMagazine. Friday'
Weekeñd; $aturday, Real Eslate'

* c0L[ËGH,$ilÂ Pòl¡rt to MäXri'''
Marvland is tryingfifth-year senior Matt
Kouarik tt poiitguard in place of former
starter l*errell Stokes. Pa ge D 3

¡ BASKETIBAIB-/Ího Middle Man
The Wizards are realizing how imporknt
centcrTerrY Davis, hobbled bY an
Achilles'injury, isto them. Page D6

n H0CKEY/A0aYof Hest
Coach RonWilson
gave the CaPitals a
day off before
Saturday's game
against
Carolina-and it
paid off. Page 013

r OBITUARI[S
¡ TELEVISION
r WEATHER

elaborately detailed affair' Page Cl

¡ ffiLLAFL0AT
i]t" $200 *ittion'TitaniC' earned $27'6
milliònin its openingweekend, much to
thelelief of gtudio elggtive t l.3"e.e 
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aTSTYIEP-IUS ' ,.r

W.xntìons drdfts at " .,'.'
þlínfmthesma'Il , ','

d@qsitorintheage .

ofþigbanþ,s, þlus
Ah,Man!on
sþaryd'ing Chri,stmas
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'*i''¡ GELLPHOilETIIEFIS : :t:
,:'¡¡oU6 rrt cellular telephones have,'
'. bæömb örime targets forthievqs in $he
' .Waòhingþnarea. Page 81' : ''" ' ' i'

the Dista
neþhborsburning? Nobody knew for sure
beäuse the few specimens collected from
ancient sites apparently have not been
analvzed extensiveþ.*'Ü;dñ; 

Ã æam of British scientists
examined a sample of incense fromthe cefæ
of a house in whàt was then Eglptian Nubia
datins from 400 to 5004D. Gas
cbromatography and mass specfomet'y 1

confirmed it conhined the components
oresentin modern frankincense' 'r

Then. as now, presumably, the aromatic '

resin was obtained from thewhitish sap of ,
tees ofttre senu s Boswellia,thenearestof
which would have been hundreds of miles
away. The frankincense may hæe found its
way to Nubia by sea or overland caravan'

-CurtSuPlee'

"significantlyretardedinttreirlearning,i,
compæedwithratsthatweren'texposed' {
Ievin savs.The affected ratshad fouble
masteringnewtasks andwere slowto adapt 

,

to newsurroundings.* 
rú;.äñ.i¿Ëot¡.¿rov.arsagoand 

L

associatedwithûshkillsinNorth Carolinas'
cãastal esuuies. This summeç üre microbe ,-
waslinked ûo dead and dYingfish in
Chesapeake Bay tnlbuhries, prompfing
closurä of sevenl Maryland waterw¿ys.

While preliminary results fom the
e:rperimeìtwere reported in the popular
med¡a ttre Ouke studY is the first to
document pfiesteria's neurological effects in

õ-üffiÈ Éayti¡úøæ niþræd a losè
of memo¡y anì gürer sil4ptoms th?t
sometimeslãstedforweeks" . .,

cientists have Protluced new
evidence that our memories can
infuence ourPercePtions of the

--Ñã*ã 
=to¿yisaddinsg&{tge 

to repo¡h
ttrat thg symptoms wefe c¿useg;by , - | , .

mind-alterins neuroÛoxihç produce{ p} the
orsanism. Reseårchers atDrke Uniúersíty'
hdve documenæd sig¡ificant neurologicãt 1

impairment in rats egposed Ûo pfiesteria s. '

toxinsinthelaboratrlry. ',;'1:-- p¿"'rt¿Huin;dirirlorofDukels;' .

InJeerate.dToldcololryPrrigr-a¡n,injectedrats
with pfiesteria cellsq{td ftþn ran them::','. -

,. through a series of iSaggr"In test aftef tes$
lì theratse¡çosedtottPtorynSwefê' "'i'

" 
rántolt"¿.t p"riqreniin a nçr-r.eview$ . :

..iãnm.¡ou*l¡-ttt Decemberissueof i
Envi¡onmental Health Perspectives.teclwes. I

-JobyWarrick"

Dresent' Pt*iou. t**archhas shown thatif
soàeone imagines an objectin ttreir "mind's
eve." thev are more likeþto be able Ûo

råcosnizä a similæ object in real lìfe' For
ei-arñde, people lookingfor someone in a

crowú often imagine that person's fuce to
helolocatethem.-- - -tir 

*t" n* t"search, Alumit Ishai of the
NationalfnstiUtes of Health and Dov Sagiof
iftãW"irt*" Institute of Science in Israel
üied to determinewhetheritmakes a

ãifference if thatmental image is drawn from
short-terrn or long-term memorY'

Volunteers looked atpoints of fuhts on a

comDuter screen. When they imagined a ..
oattern of lights theyhadbeen sholen eafliet
ãruu *.t" ¡ãttur at lôcating a very frint light

füe experiments Provide
"osvchooirvsical" evidence tl¡at perception
ritd it.ä.iv use similæ pathways in the
brain, thã rõsearcherswrite inthe current
issue of the Journal of Cognitive
Neuroscience.

The volunteers' accuracy, howevof, ' . ,'

deøeased ttre longer they waited after . ' 
;

seeingthe patern. That supports tfie lqeq
tfrÀiJ*"ttótt.t" say, that short- and i
ilñt ;äoriäsworkbYdifferent :;

oatñwaysínthebrain,andifsshort'terffi ,''
memory that plays the most importaûtirole 

.inperception. _Robg1"il i
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