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" Today: Washington Business;
-taking a holiday this week are Health,

ood, Home and, next Sunday, the
Washington Post Magazine. Friday,
Weekend; Saturday, Real Estate.
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The traditional office holiday party has
snowballed into a high-profile and
elaborately detailed affair. Page C1
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The $200 million “Titanic” earned 827.6

million in its opening weekend, much to
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- COLLEGES/A Point to Make ™

Maryland is trying fifth-year senior Matt

Kovarik at point guard in place of former

starter Terrell Stokes. Page D3
s BASKETBALL/The Middle Man

The Wizards are realizing how important

center Terry Davis, hobbled by an
Achilles’ injury, isto them. Page D6

n HOCKEY/A Day of Rest
Coach Ron Wilson

gave the Capitalsa

day off before

Saturday’s game

against

Carolina—and it

paid off. Page D13
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Archaeology: Going the Distance for Frankincense

rtedly
sents,

neighbors burning? Nobody knew for sure
because the few specimens collected from
ancient sites apparently have not been
analyzed extensively. :
Until now: A team of British scientists ~ +™
examined a sample of incense from the cellar
of a house in what was then Egyptian Nubia.
dating from 400 to 500 A.D. Gas o,
chromatography and mass spectrometry -
confirmed it contained the components
present in modern frankincense. 2
Then, as now, presumably, the aromatic "«
resin was obtained from the whitishsapof -
trees of the genus Boswellia, the nearest of .
which would have been hundredsof miles ~ +
away. The frankincense may have found its
way to Nubia by seaor overland caravan. .
—CurtSuplee
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“significantly retarded in their learning,”
compared with rats that weren't exposed, .
Levin says. The affected ratshad trouble -,
mastering new tasks and were slow to adapt
to new surroundings. v o
Pfiesteria was identified 10 yearsagoand *
associated with fish kills in North Carolina’s .
coastal estuaries. This summer, the microbe -
was linked to dead and dying fish in '
Chesapeake Bay tributaries, prompting
closure of several Maryland waterways. .
While preliminary results from the
experiment were reported in the popular .
media, the Duke study is the first to :
document pfiesteria’s neurological effectsin
acontrolled experiment in a peer-reviewed
scientific journal—the December issue of !
Environmental Health Perspectives. o
——-JobyWarrick'::

cientists have produced new

evidence that our memories can
g influence our perceptions of the

present. ’

Previous research has shown that if
someone imagines an object in their “mind’s
eye,” they are more likely to beable to
recognize a similar object in real life. For
example, people looking for someone ina
crowd often imagine that person’s face to
help locate them.

In the new research, Alumit Ishai of the
National Institutes of Health and Dov Sagi of
the Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel .
tried to determine whether it makes a
difference if that mental image is drawn from
shortterm or long-term memory.

Volunteers looked at points of lights ona

computer screen. When they imagineda . -
pattern of lights they had been shown earlier,
they were better at locating a very faintlight.
The experiments provide
“psychophysical” evidence that perception ..
and imagery use similar pathways in the
brain, the researchers write in the current
issue of the Journal of Cognitive ,
Neuroscience. 0
The volunteers’ accuracy, however,
decreased the longer they waited after N
seeing the pattern. That supports the ided,. ..
the researchers say, that short- and
long-term memories work by different: -
pathways in the brain, and it's short-tertt
memory that plays the most importan!
in perception.
—Rob




